
 

 

 

 

 

07 May 2025 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF MEETING 

 
Dear Committee Member, 

The next Bush Fire Advisory Committee meeting will be held at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, 
14 May 2025 in the Civic Area, Shire of Mundaring Administration Centre. 
 
The attached agenda is presented for your consideration. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Jason Whiteaker 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 
 
 
Please Note 
 
If a Council Member has a query regarding a report item or requires additional information 
in relation to a report item, please contact the senior employee (noted in the report) prior to 
the meeting. 
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AGENDA 

BUSH FIRE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

14 MAY 2025 
 

ATTENTION/DISCLAIMER 
 

The purpose of this Committee Meeting is to discuss and make recommendations to 
Council about items appearing on the agenda and other matters for which the 
Committee is responsible. The Committee has no power to make any decisions which 
are binding on the Council or the Shire of Mundaring unless specific delegation of 
authority has been granted by Council. No person should rely on or act on the basis of 
any advice or information provided by a Member or Employee, or on the content of any 
discussion occurring, during the course of the Committee Meeting.  
 
The Shire of Mundaring expressly disclaims liability for any loss or damage suffered by 
any person as a result of relying on or acting on the basis of any advice or information 
provided by a Member or Employee, or the content of any discussion occurring during 
the course of the Committee Meeting. 
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BUSH FIRE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
CIVIC AREA, SHIRE OF MUNDARING ADMINISTRATION CENTRE – 7:00 PM 

 
1.0 OPENING PROCEDURES 

Acknowledgement of Country 

Shire of Mundaring respectfully acknowledges the Whadjuk people of the Noongar Nation, 
who are the traditional custodians of this land. We acknowledge Elders past, present and 
emerging and respect their continuing culture and the contribution they make to the region. 

1.1 Announcement of Visitors 

1.2 Attendance/Apologies 

Members Ian Zlatnik Chairperson & Deputy Chief Bush Fire Control Officer 
 Cr Doug Jeans Central Ward 
 Cr John Daw East Ward 
 Cr Karen Beale West Ward 
 Shane Purdy Director Built and Environment 
 Robin Preston Darling Range VBFB Captain 
 Steve Dryden Darlington VBFB Captain 
 Catriona McCarthy Chidlow VBFB Captain 
 Glen Stenton Glen Forrest VBFB Captain 
 Dan Wharton Parkerville VBFB Captain 
 Aaron Thredgold Mount Helena VBFB Captain 
 Adrian Woodley Sawyers Valley VBFB Captain 
 Jeff Bromilow Stoneville VBFB Captain 
 Lesley Lynam Wooroloo VBFB Captain 
 Neil Hawkins Mundaring Fire School 
 Jamie O’Neill Chief Bush Fire Control Officer  
 Gary Rowles Deputy Chief Bush Fire Control Officer 
 Nigel Morgan Deputy Chief Bush Fire Control Officer 
 Tom Belger Deputy Chief Bush Fire Control Officer 
   
Staff Craig Cuthbert A/Manager Emergency Management 
 Michael Lenne A/Coordinator Emergency Management 
 Charlotte Jones Emergency Management Secretary 
   
Apologies Karen Dore Bush Fire Risk Management Officer 
   
 

2.0 ANNOUNCEMENTS BY PRESIDING MEMBER WITHOUT DISCUSSION  
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3.0 DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

3.1 Declaration of Financial Interest and Proximity Interests 

Council Members must disclose the nature of their interest in matters to be discussed at 
the meeting (Part 5 Division 6 of the Local Government Act 1995). 
 
Employees must disclose the nature of their interest in reports or advice when giving the 
report or advice to the meeting (Sections 5.70 and 5.71 of the Local Government Act 
1995). 
 

3.2 Declaration of Interest Affecting Impartiality 

A Council Member or an employee who has an interest in a matter to be discussed at the 
meeting must disclose that interest (Shire of Mundaring Code of Conduct, Local 
Government (Admin) Reg. 34C). 

4.0 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

RECOMMENDATION 

 
That the Minutes of the Bush Fire Advisory Committee Meeting held 26 February 2025 be 
confirmed. 

 
 

5.0 PRESENTATIONS  
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6.0 REPORTS OF EMPLOYEES 

6.1 BFAC Quarterly Theme - Season Debrief/discussions on s33 and s24G. 

 
 

File Code EM.VNT1 

Author Craig Cuthbert, Coordinator Community Safety & Emergency 
Management  

Senior Employee Shane Purdy, Director Built & Natural Environment  

Disclosure of Any 
Interest 

Nil 

Attachments 1. Attachment 1 - LG Bushfire Report 2024/2025   

2. Attachment 2 - Mundaring KBDI   

3. Attachment 3 - Firebreak/Fuel Load Notice    

 
  

PURPOSE 

To collaboratively engage in discussions about the most recent high fire period, as well as 
the Firebreak/Fuel Load notice and its supplementary part, s24G, Restricted burning.  

 

BACKGROUND 

The Bush Fire Advisory Committee (BFAC) has quarterly themes for each meeting. This is 
to ensure wider consultation with brigades, allowing the Council to be better informed on 
the upcoming burning periods, mitigation planning, and response. 

STATUTORY / LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Shire of Mundaring Council Plan 2024 - 2034  

Objective 2 - Sustainable Environments 

Outcome 2.3 - Build resilience to cope with natural disasters and emergencies, including 
storms, flooding and fire. 

  

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil implications as this will strengthen the consultation and collaboration, resulting in 
achieving the Council's aspirations to strive for Sustainable Environments, Communities, 
and Governance as per Council Plan 2024-2034 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 



  

14.05.2025 BUSH FIRE ADVISORY COMMITTEE AGENDA 

7 

Risk: Reputational risk - in that a reduction in communication between internal 
and external stakeholders could occur, if not carried out. 
 
Likelihood Consequence Rating 

Unlikely Insignificant Low 

Action / Strategy 

Carry out quarterly themes to ensure continuity in communications between all 
internal and external stakeholders 

CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS 

The Council Decision will be communicated in the following way/s. 

Direct to stakeholder/s  

Website article/ post  

Social media post  

Print article/ media release  

E-newsletter/ Community update  

Advertisement  

Nil x 

 

EXTERNAL CONSULTATION 

Nil 

COMMENT 

Please see the discussion points below as part of the May BFAC quarterly theme. 

- LG Bushfire Report 2024/2025 (Attachment 1)   

- Shire of Mundaring KBDI (Attachment 2) 

- S33/s24G, Firebreak and Fuel Load Notice (Attachment 3) 

- Opportunity for committee members to discuss the recent high-threat period and to raise 
any concerns or make comments. Including suggestions for the next high fire period with 
relation to rostering/crewing, strike teams etc.   

                                                                                                       

VOTING REQUIREMENT 

Simple Majority  

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 
That the Committee acknowledge the May 2025 quarterly theme, and the above-
mentioned points were discussed. 
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6.2 Review of Policy HCS-01, Bush Fire/Long Service and Outstanding Service Awards 

 
 

File Code OR.OPP 1 

Author Craig Cuthbert, Coordinator Community Safety & Emergency 
Management  

Senior Employee Shane Purdy, Director Built & Natural Environment  

Disclosure of Any 
Interest 

Nil 

Attachments 1. Attachment 1 - Bush Fire Service Long Service and 
Outstanding Service Awards REVIEWED    

 
  

PURPOSE 

The Bush Fire Advisory Committee members were invited to consider the review of Policy 
HCS-01 “Bush Fire Service – Long Service and Outstanding Service Awards”. This report 
seeks the committee to note and acknowledge proposed changes to the Policy 

BACKGROUND 

Council adopted HCS-01 in September 2017. This policy has not been reviewed since its  

adoption. The policy has now been reviewed and updated. 

STATUTORY / LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Shire of Mundaring Council Plan 2024 - 2034  

Objective 5 - Sustainable Communities 

Outcome 5.2 - Grow participation in volunteering. 

  

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Risk: Potential for poor governance and missed recognition of Shire of 
Mundaring Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade members. 
 
Likelihood Consequence Rating 

Rare Insignificant Low 

Action / Strategy 
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Up-to-date policies encourage good governance, ensuring transparency,  

accountability, effectiveness and efficiency 

CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS 

The Council Decision will be communicated in the following way/s. 

Direct to stakeholder/s x 

Website article/ post  

Social media post  

Print article/ media release  

E-newsletter/ Community update  

Advertisement  

Nil  

 

EXTERNAL CONSULTATION 

An email was sent to all BFAC Committee Members on 18 March 2025, with the Policy 
and a feedback template attached for Captains to forward to their Brigade Leadership or 
wider membership for comment by 18 April 2025. 

COMMENT 

Since the 2017 review, no issues have been raised with the current Policy. One 
submission was received suggesting the inclusion of a Deputy Chief Bush Fire Control 
Officer on the panel, alongside the addition of a third elected member who sits on the Bush 
Fire Advisory Committee (BFAC), in accordance with the committee’s Terms of Reference. 
All proposed changes have been marked up and are shown in Attachment 1. 

 

VOTING REQUIREMENT 

Simple Majority  

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 
That the Committee notes and acknowledges the proposed changes and endorses the 
submission to the Governance Committee for consideration as part of the review process. 
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6.3 Update - Bush Fire Risk Management Officer 

 
 

File Code GV.MTG 6.5 

Attachments 1. BRMO Report 28 April 2025   

2. BCOE Community Day Brief    

 
  
 

PURPOSE 

To brief the Committee on Shire of Mundaring progress against its Bushfire Risk 
Management Plan as per the Bushfire Risk Management Officer (BRMO) Quarterly 
Update (with amendments as 28 April 2025) and note the Bushfire Centre of Excellence 
Community Day brief for feedback. 

 

VOTING REQUIREMENT 

Simple Majority  

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 
That the Committee notes and provides feedback on the BRMO Quarterly update (with 
amendments as 28 April 2025) and note the Bushfire Centre of Excellence Community 
Day brief for feedback. 
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6.4 Update - CESM Mundaring / Chief Bush Fire Control Officer 
 

 

File Code GV.MTG 6.5 

Attachments 1. CESM Report May 2025    

 
  
 

PURPOSE 

To brief the Committee on update report provided by Tom Belger, Acting CESM / Chief 
Bush Fire Control Officer provided May 2025. 
 

VOTING REQUIREMENT 

Simple Majority  

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 
That the Committee notes the updated report CESM / Chief Bush Fire Control Officer 
report. 
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6.5 Update - Department of Fire and Emergency Services 

 
 

File Code GV.MTG 6.5 

Attachments 1. DO NE Report 1 May 2025    

 
  
 

PURPOSE 

That an update be provided from Department Fire Emergency Services provided Jamie 
O’Neill A/District Officer North East 1 May 2025. 

VOTING REQUIREMENT 

Simple Majority  

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 
That the Committee notes the update provided by the Department of Fire and Emergency 
Services provided Jamie O’Neill A/District Officer North East 1 May 2025. 
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6.6 Schedule of Pending Items 

 
 

File Code GV.MTG 6.5 

Attachments Nil  

 
  
 

PURPOSE 

This report item includes a range of actions identified by the BFAC for future action and 
reporting. 

COMMENT 

Pending actions are discussed at each meeting and relate to matters being investigated by 
committee members or officers prior to final consideration.  

REF 
NO. 

ACTION BY WHOM TIME FRAME 

1 Wooroloo Bush Fire Enquiry Recommendations Craig Cuthbert Ongoing 

2 
Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade Register of Cancer 

Incidents – Updates from DFES 
Craig Cuthbert Ongoing 

3 Australian Fire Danger Rating System Craig Cuthbert Ongoing 

 

VOTING REQUIREMENT 

Simple Majority  

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 
That the Committee note any updates from the items included in the schedule of pending 
items. 
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6.7 Infringements and Prosecutions 

 
 

File Code GV.MTG 6.5 

Attachments Nil  

 
  
 

PURPOSE 

That the Committee notes the updates to the Infringements and Prosecutions below. 

CAUTIONS 

29/04/2025  Bushfires Act 1954 s18(6)  Sawyers Valley  
05/05/2024  Bushfires Act 1954 s18(6)  Chidlow 
 
INFRINGEMENTS 

01/05/2024  Bushfires Act 1954 s18(6)  Glen Forrest  $250.00 
02/05/2024  Bushfires Act 1954 s18(6)  Glen Forrest  $250.00 
02/05/2024  Bushfires Act 1954 s18(6)  Glen Forrest  $250.00 
30/04/2025  Bushfires Act 1954 s18(6)  Wooroloo  $250.00 
16/03/2025  Bushfires Act 1954 s18(6)  Chidlow  $250.00 
 
PROSECUTIONS 

Nil 

VOTING REQUIREMENT 

Simple Majority  

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 
That the Committee notes the above Infringements and Prosecutions information. 
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6.8 Community Engagement 

 
 

File Code GV.MTG 6.5 

Attachments Nil  

 
  
 

SUMMARY 

That the Committee reviews the Community Engagement update as advised. 

 

VOTING REQUIREMENT 

Simple Majority  

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 
That the Committee notes the community engagement update as detailed. 

 

 

 
 
  

22/03/25 

Community Preparedness Mural Unveiling thank you to 
Chidlow, Darling Range and Sawyers Valley for your 
assistance, and Mt Helena and Wooroloo for your 
attendance Shire of Mundaring 

22/03/25 

Community Preparedness Survey (shared via hard copy, 
email and socials), thank you to Glen Forrest and 
Sawyers Valley for sharing Shire of Mundaring 

23/03/25 Firewise Garden Presentation 
George & Rohan 
with Shire support 

4/4/2025 WA Community Disaster Resilience Strategy plan DVBFB---BRG Kate 
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7.0 URGENT BUSINESS (LATE REPORTS)  

8.0 CLOSING PROCEDURES 

8.1 Date, Time and Place of the Next Meeting 

The next Bush Fire Advisory Committee meeting will be held on 13 August 2025, 7:00pm 
at Shire of Mundaring Administration, CIVIC area. 

8.2 Closure of the Meeting 
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