
Shire ol ^

MUNDARING

12 August 2020

NOTICE OF MEETING

Dear Committee Member,

The next Environmental Advisory Committee meeting will be held at 6.00 pm on 
Wednesday, 19 August 2020 in the Council Chamber, 7000 Great Eastern Highway, 
Mundaring.

The attached agenda is presented for your consideration.

Yours sincerely

Jonathan Throssell 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Please Note

If an Elected Member has a query regarding a report item or requires additional 
information in relation to a report item, please contact the senior employee (noted in the 
report) prior to the meeting.



 

19.08.2020 ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE AGENDA 

2 

 

AGENDA 

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

19 AUGUST 2020 
 

ATTENTION/DISCLAIMER 
 

The purpose of this Committee Meeting is to discuss and make recommendations to 
Council about items appearing on the agenda and other matters for which the 
Committee is responsible. The Committee has no power to make any decisions which 
are binding on the Council or the Shire of Mundaring unless specific delegation of 
authority has been granted by Council. No person should rely on or act on the basis of 
any advice or information provided by a Member or Employee, or on the content of any 
discussion occurring, during the course of the Committee Meeting.  
 
The Shire of Mundaring expressly disclaims liability for any loss or damage suffered by 
any person as a result of relying on or acting on the basis of any advice or information 
provided by a Member or Employee, or the content of any discussion occurring during 
the course of the Committee Meeting. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
COMMITTEE ROOM, 7000 GREAT EASTERN HIGHWAY, MUNDARING – 6.00 PM 

 
1.0 OPENING PROCEDURES 

Acknowledgement of Country 

Shire of Mundaring respectfully acknowledges the Whadjuk people of the Noongar Nation, 
who are the traditional custodians of this land. We wish to acknowledge Elders past, 
present and emerging and respect their continuing culture and the contribution they make 
to the region. 

1.1 Announcement of Visitors 

1.2 Attendance/Apologies 

Staff Ruth Broz Minute Secretary 
   
Apologies    
    
Guests   
 

2.0 ANNOUNCEMENTS BY PRESIDING MEMBER WITHOUT DISCUSSION  

3.0 DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

3.1 Declaration of Financial Interest and Proximity Interests 

Elected Members must disclose the nature of their interest in matters to be discussed at 
the meeting (Part 5 Division 6 of the Local Government Act 1995). 
 
Employees must disclose the nature of their interest in reports or advice when giving the 
report or advice to the meeting (Sections 5.70 and 5.71 of the Local Government Act 
1995). 
 

3.2 Declaration of Interest Affecting Impartiality 

An Elected Member or an employee who has an interest in a matter to be discussed at the 
meeting must disclose that interest (Shire of Mundaring Code of Conduct, Local 
Government (Admin) Reg. 34C). 

4.0 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

RECOMMENDATION 

 
That: 

1. the Minutes of the Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting held 23 June 2020 
be confirmed.  

  
5.0 PRESENTATIONS  
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6.0 REPORTS OF EMPLOYEES 

6.1 Nature and Biodiversity Survey Results 

 
 

File Code EV.PRG 1 

Author Briony Moran, Coordinator Environment and Sustainability  

Senior Employee Mark Luzi, Director Statutory Services  

Disclosure of Any 
Interest 

Nil 

Attachments 1. Nature and Biodiversity Survey Questions ⇩  

2. Nature and Biodiversity Survey Results ⇩   

 
  

 

SUMMARY 

A Nature and Biodiversity Survey was conducted to inform the delivery of current 
environmental services and review of the Local Biodiversity Strategy.   

Findings are summarised for the consideration of the committee.  

 

BACKGROUND 

Survey questions were developed by Shire environmental staff (see Attachment 1) to 
gather information about how people engage with nature, where they look for biodiversity 
information and conservation activities on private land.  The survey was limited to only 10 
questions to encourage participation.  

Shire residents were encouraged to complete the Nature and Biodiversity Survey between 
5 June (World Environment Day) and 12 July 2020.  104 responses were received. 

STATUTORY / LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Improving understanding of residents engagement with nature relates to each of the 
community principles of the Shire’s Environmental Sustainability Policy:  

3.1.The Shire recognises that healthy ecosystems and well-managed natural areas 
support the health and well-being of the community, and the Shire will strive to lead 
by example as a responsible custodian of public environmental assets. 

3.2.The Shire seeks to build and maintain effective partnerships to promote 
environmental awareness, responsible natural resource management and 
sustainable lifestyles. 

3.3.Information will be made available for schools and residents on sustainability and 
local environmental issues through publications, talks, workshops and other 
mediums. 

3.4.The Shire encourages enjoyment, environmental stewardship and care of natural 
areas by residents and community groups. 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Mundaring Strategic Community Plan 2020 - 2030 

Priority 2 - Natural Environment 

Objective 2.1 – Protecting natural areas and biodiversity 

Strategy 2.1.1 – Pursue revegetation and address weeds and other threats to native flora 
and fauna in partnership with Friends Groups, the wider community, government and non-
government organisations 
 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 

Engaging residents in biodiversity conservation has social and environmental benefits. 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

EXTERNAL CONSULTATION 

The survey was promoted via social media each week of the survey period, including 
being shared with the very popular Backyard Biodiversity short video.  It was also 
mentioned in a radio interview about the video with an encouragement for listeners in the 
Shire of Mundaring to complete the survey.  

The survey was also promoted in a Shire feature page in the local newspaper (Echo) and 
in a news section of the Chidlow Chatter.  Links to the survey were also sent via emails to 
some Shire mailing lists including the residents and ratepayers groups.  There were 104 
community responses to the survey from a range of locations, listed in the comment 
section below.  

The survey was not promoted directly to Friends Groups members as they are already 
involved in reserve management, highly engaged with biodiversity issues and would have 
potentially distorted the results.  Although there was a minor prize ($50 gift card) to provide 
an incentive to complete the survey, it is still to be expected that people with a stronger 
interest in nature would be more likely to complete the survey.   

The results should not be taken as representative of the broader Shire community but still 
provide some indication of activities undertaken by local residents to engage with or care 
for nature, and suggestions for Shire activities to support biodiversity conservation.   

COMMENT 

The survey responses are detailed in Attachment 2 and summarised below.  

1. Where do you usually go to enjoy the natural environment? You can choose more 
than one answer. 

The majority of respondents did choose more than one answer, with 93% including ‘my 
backyard’ as one of their responses.  Four respondents (3.8%) identified other people’s 
backyards / private property.  Railway Heritage Trails were chosen by 66% as a place 
they go to enjoy the natural environment.  More than 50% of respondents selected 
National Park, Lake Leschenaultia, and Local Nature Reserve.  30% chose Local Park 
or Oval, and 24% chose Café/Venue with Natural Setting.  
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2.  What are the main activities you or your family do in nature, and what benefits do 
you notice? 

The most common activity was walking/hiking, listed by 88% of respondents.  Other 
commonly reported activities were cycling (29%), gardening (19%), photography (11%, 
often mentioning wildflowers) and picnicking (13%). 

The most frequently listed benefits were mental health and relaxation (44%) and a 
sense of understanding or connectedness from observing nature and wildlife.  Physical 
health was listed as a benefit by 25% of respondents.   

3. What would encourage more people to use local parks and walk trails to connect 
to nature and improve their health? 

The most common response to this question was better maps and promotion of trails 
(27%) followed by better trail identification signage (19%).  Interpretive signage for 
landmarks, historic information or flora and fauna was suggested by 17%.  Events 
and/or guided walks were suggested by 13% of respondents.  

Better tracks (including smoother, flatter or better drained) were suggested by 14% 
while better access to tracks by providing additional parking was identified by 8%.  Rest 
points, benches or picnic tables were suggested by 9% and water taps or fountains by 
5%. Several people suggested bins, lights, exercise equipment, playground equipment 
or sculptures.  

4.  Where would you look for information about the natural environment? You can 
choose more than one answer. 

The most common response to this question was online search (84%). Just over 40% 
listed Shire website, social media, or neighbours/friends (between 41-43%).  Books or 
state agencies were each listed by 37% of respondents, while 35% said they would 
look for a brochure or information sheet.  The library was listed by 20% and 17% would 
look for information from a volunteer organisation. People who listed ‘other’ specified 
radio programs, local experts and on-site signage within reserves.  

5.  What kind of information would help more people care for the local natural 
environment? 

Information on how to identify and look after native flora / fauna was suggested by 24% 
of respondents.  Events or workshops with local experts were mentioned by 15%, with 
the same number suggesting information about wildlife friendly gardens or using native 
plants. 14% suggested using social media to share information, including stories with 
positive role models or challenges to collect weeds or litter. 5% suggested the local 
paper for sharing stories or information.  12% recommended signage on trails and 
reserves about local flora and fauna.  8% suggested more videos with activities to 
follow.  Smaller numbers of respondents suggested images and information about the 
impacts of litter and cats on wildlife, and promotion of local environmental volunteering.  

6.  Have you done any of these at home to make it better or safer for wildlife? You 
can choose more than one action. (We haven’t included providing food as this 
can cause problems and is not normally recommended by wildlife experts.) 

The most common responses to this question were providing water (93%), planting 
local native species (86%) and retaining mature trees or bushland areas (83%).  Over 
two thirds (70%) said they had put down rocks or logs for small animals to hide.  63% 
said they contained dogs or cats and 35% said they had installed native bee or insect 
hotels.  Nesting boxes had been installed by 20% of respondents.  19% said they had 
taken some action to control feral animals and 6% had undertaken some dieback 



  

19.08.2020 ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE AGENDA 

8 

treatment. Respondents who listed ‘other’ actions mostly listed weed control, with 
several making structures for quenda to hide in and one listing rescue of injured wildlife.  

 7. Unfortunately our native plants and animals face a range of threats. These 
include weeds, introduced plant diseases like dieback, feral animals, a drying 
climate with longer bushfire seasons, and loss of animals that pollinate plants or 
spread seeds.   What do you think landowners find the most difficult to deal with 
and what could the Shire do to help? 

The difficult issues for landowners listed by the most respondents were weeds (26%) 
and finding the right balance between nature and bushfire safety (23%).  17% thought 
that foxes and other feral animals were difficult for landowners to manage, with 15% 
specifically mentioning cats (mainly roaming domestic cats). 11% thought that dieback 
was difficult for landowners to manage. 

Many of the suggestions for how the Shire could help included more accessible 
information on the Shire website, social media or in print form. Areas where information 
was considered lacking or hard to find included identifying weeds or pests; identifying 
native plants; gardening or revegetation with native plants; identifying dieback; and 
appropriate bushfire risk reduction and burning off practices. There were several 
suggestions for more active assistance including visits from environmental officers to 
properties or streets; discounts or incentives for landcare activities; or direct assistance 
with work (machinery and staff). 9% specifically listed free native seedlings or the 
former Tree Canopy and Understorey Program, which is now called Seedlings for 
Landcare and limited to rural zoned properties.   

8.  Some nature reserves contain rare plants or animals, or sensitive natural areas. 
Do you think it would be acceptable for the Shire to fence or restrict public 
access to some areas or reserves, if it was the best way to protect biodiversity? 

The majority of responses supported fencing of nature reserves if necessary to protect 
biodiversity. 63% gave unqualified support for fencing, with a further 22% supporting 
fencing provided that there was also explanatory signage, or communication of the 
reason, or maintenance of some public access.  Some supported fencing of part of 
reserves to leave walk trails free. 

8% of respondents thought that fencing of reserves was not appropriate, with some 
giving reasons including vandalism, lack of visibility of the bushland, and restricting 
fauna movement. Several responded with ‘maybe’ or ‘not sure’. 

9. Which suburb or area are you from?  

Bailup/Wooroloo 4 

Bellevue 1 

Boya 2 

Chidlow 5 

Darlington 8 

Glen Forrest 5 

Greenmount 4 

Helena Valley 5 

Hovea 1 

Mahogany Creek 7 

Mount Helena 12 

Mundaring 12 

Parkerville 10 

Sawyers Valley 4 

Stoneville 17 
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10. Suggestions for environmental talks and workshops 

Respondents could enter their email address if they wanted to join the Shire’s 
environmental events mailing list and make suggestions for future topics.  77 
respondents requested to join the mailing list and a range of topic suggestions were 
received including native plants and gardening for biodiversity (most common); 
landcare skills; fauna conservation; burning for biodiversity and Indigenous burning 
practices; and hands-on workshops to make nesting boxes and bee hotels.  

Conclusions 

As noted in the External Consulation section above, the survey respondents would have 
self-selected to some extent based on an interest in nature.  The results should not be 
assumed to represent the broader Shire community.  However they do provide an 
interesting indication of activities undertaken by local residents to engage with or care for 
nature, and suggestions for Shire activities to support biodiversity.  In particular the survey 
results highlighted areas that landowners found difficult, or were seeking information.   

Walking was by far the most commonly reported activity for connecting to nature, with 
people listing mental and physical health benefits. The majority of suggestions for 
encouraging more people to spend time in nature related to walk trails rather than parks.  
Some suggested improvements would require physical works (trail surface improvements, 
signage, benches etc.) while others related to promotion and producing maps and guides 
to local flora and fauna.  The Mundaring Visitor’s Centre has an ongoing ‘Trails Tuesday’ 
promotion of existing trails using social media, but no current capacity to map new trails.   

The survey results have been provided to Shire staff in relevant service areas and there 
may be opportunities to seek grant funding to support some improvements to mapping and 
signage for trails (both trail markings and interpretive signage with information about flora, 
fauna, landmarks or local history).  There may be opportunities in some locations to 
integrate signage into rest points, sculptural pieces or water stations.  

The majority of respondents saw their property or backyard as a place to connect to nature 
and many showed interest in enhancing its habitat value.  The matters that respondents 
thought were the hardest for landowners to manage were weeds, feral animals, dieback 
and appropriate bushfire risk management.  These are issues that should be addressed in 
development of the Local Biodiversity Strategy.  Common activities already undertaken by 
respondents to provide or improve habitat can inform initiatives to encourage or support 
other residents to improve backyard biodiversity, such as ‘water for wildlife’ messages.  

Many of the suggestions for how the Shire could help included providing local information 
on flora, fauna and management of threats. Common suggestions for topics to cover 
included weed and native plant identification.  The Shire already provides two free books 
on native plants, a free book on weed identification and control, and a weedy wattles 
information sheet (all available in printed form or online). The survey findings support the 
need for these resources but suggest that awareness of them is low, and perhaps they are 
not easy to find on the Shire website. The Shire’s website is currently under review and 
this will be addressed.  

Other areas where information was thought to be lacking included identifying native fauna; 
identifying and managing pest animals; identifying dieback; and appropriate bushfire risk 
reduction and burning off practices. There are some existing printed and online materials 

Swan View 5 

Not a Shire Resident  2 

Total 104 
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and Shire services relating to dieback and bushfire fuel loads.  Respondents suggested 
sharing information in a range of ways – information sheets, videos, social media, local 
paper, events and guided walks, and hands-on workshops. The findings confirm that 
residents seek information in a different mediums, from traditional printed materials to 
short videos shared online.  Shire staff will continue to develop and deliver environmental 
education using a range of formats, including material to help residents identify local 
fauna. 

There were several suggestions for more active assistance including visits from 
environmental officers. Site specific advice and assistance is limited by staff time and 
resources, and effort is currently prioritised toward sites with development proposals to 
inform plans and limit unneccessary clearing.  Landowners can be provided with existing 
materials (including dieback information sheet, weed identification booklet and Landscape 
and Revegetation Guidelines), but there are few materials to help residents identify local 
fauna and their habitat requirements.  Learning more about native fauna may encourage 
greater enjoyment and ongoing care of natural areas on private property as well as 
reserves.  

The results from the survey will help direct delivery of environmental education services 
and inform the development of the Local Biodiversity Strategy.  

VOTING REQUIREMENT 

Simple Majority  
 

RECOMMENDATION 

 
That the Committee notes the results of the Nature and Biodiversity Survey. 
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7.0 URGENT BUSINESS (LATE REPORTS)  

8.0 CLOSING PROCEDURES 

8.1 Date, Time and Place of the Next Meeting 

The next Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting will be held on Wednesday 18 
November 2020 at 6.00pm in the Committee Room, 7000 Great Eastern Highway, 
Mundaring.  

8.2 Closure of the Meeting 
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