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CONFIRMED MINUTES 

ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

7 SEPTEMBER 2021 
 

ATTENTION/DISCLAIMER 
 

The purpose of this Committee Meeting is to discuss and make recommendations to 
Council about items appearing on the agenda and other matters for which the 
Committee is responsible. The Committee has no power to make any decisions which 
are binding on the Council or the Shire of Mundaring unless specific delegation of 
authority has been granted by Council. No person should rely on or act on the basis of 
any advice or information provided by a Member or Employee, or on the content of any 
discussion occurring, during the course of the Committee Meeting.  
 
The Shire of Mundaring expressly disclaims liability for any loss or damage suffered by 
any person as a result of relying on or acting on the basis of any advice or information 
provided by a Member or Employee, or the content of any discussion occurring during 
the course of the Committee Meeting. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
COMMITTEE ROOM, 7000 GREAT EASTERN HIGHWAY, MUNDARING  

 
1.0 OPENING PROCEDURES 

The Presiding Person declared the meeting open at 6.01pm. 

Acknowledgement of Country 

Shire of Mundaring respectfully acknowledges the Whadjuk people of the Noongar Nation, 
who are the traditional custodians of this land. We wish to acknowledge Elders past, 
present and emerging and respect their continuing culture and the contribution they make 
to the region. 

1.1 Announcement of Visitors 

Nil 

1.2 Attendance/Apologies 

Members Cr Amy Collins Central Ward 
 Cr Simon Cuthbert East Ward 
 Mr Darren Murphy  
 Mr Tom Hogarth  
 Ms Larissa Byrne  
 Dr Stephan Millett  
   
Staff Angus Money Manager Planning and Environment 
 Briony Moran Coordinator Environment and Sustainability 
 Ruth Broz Minute Secretary 
   
Apologies Ms Christine Groom  
 Mr Mark Robertson  
   
Absent Mr Robert Ragg  
 Mr Michael Waite  
   
Guests Nil  
   
Members of  
the Public 

 
Nil 

 

   
Members of 
the Press 

 
Nil 

 

 
2.0 ANNOUNCEMENTS BY PRESIDING MEMBER WITHOUT DISCUSSION  

Nil  
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3.0 DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

3.1 Declaration of Financial Interest and Proximity Interests 

Elected Members must disclose the nature of their interest in matters to be discussed at 
the meeting (Part 5 Division 6 of the Local Government Act 1995). 
 
Employees must disclose the nature of their interest in reports or advice when giving the 
report or advice to the meeting (Sections 5.70 and 5.71 of the Local Government Act 
1995). 
 
Nil    

3.2 Declaration of Interest Affecting Impartiality 

An Elected Member or an employee who has an interest in a matter to be discussed at the 
meeting must disclose that interest (Shire of Mundaring Code of Conduct, Local 
Government (Admin) Reg. 34C). 

Nil   

4.0 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

COMMITTEE DECISION EAC1.09.21 
RECOMMENDATION 

Moved by Dr Millett Seconded by Ms Byrne 

 
That the Minutes of the Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting held 4 May 2021 be 
confirmed. 

CARRIED 6/0 

For: Mr Murphy, Mr Hogarth, Cr Collins, Ms Byrne, Dr Millett and Cr Cuthbert 

Against: Nil 

 
5.0 PRESENTATIONS 

Nil 
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6.0 REPORTS OF EMPLOYEES 

 

6.1 Adoption of Waterwise Council Action Plan 

 
 

File Code GV.MTG 6/7 

Author Briony Moran, Coordinator Environment and Sustainability  

Senior Employee Mark Luzi, Director Statutory Services  

Disclosure of Any 
Interest 

Nil 

Attachments 1. Waterwise Council Action Plan    

 
  

 

SUMMARY 

Council adopted a five-year Water Efficiency Action Plan in September 2016 (C9.09.16).  
A new water plan is now required in order to maintain Waterwise Council accreditation.  
This report recommends that the Shire continues to participate in the established 
Waterwise Council program and adopts a Waterwise Council Action Plan for the next five 
years.     

 

BACKGROUND 

Water Corporation and the then Department of Water launched the WA Waterwise Council 
Program in 2009, to encourage local governments to improve water use efficiency in their 
facilities and their communities.  This followed on from the Shire ofMundaring participation 
in the International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) Water Campaign, 
which had already achieved significant reductions in water use across Shire facilities.   

To be endorsed as a Waterwise Council, a local government must fulful the following 
steps:  

Criteria 1: Sign a Memorandum of Understanding to participate in the Waterwise 
Council Program. 

Criteria 2: Review water consumption and create a Waterwise Council Action Plan for 
potable and non-potable water sources for all local government operations and the 
community.  

Criteria 3: Ensure appropriate staff complete online waterwise training available from 
the Water Corporation website. 

Criteria 4: Progress towards full compliance with groundwater licence conditions 
including metering regulations and no infringements of water usage issued in the past 
12 months.  

Criteria 5: Report annually to retain endorsement (optional recognition scheme). 

There is a standard set of actions required to maintain Waterwise Council status.  If 
enough additional (optional) actions are completed, this may be recognised as 
achievement of  ‘Gold’ or ‘Platinum’ Waterwise Council status.  

The Shire of Mundaring adopted a five-year Water Efficiency Action Plan in 2016, and has 
completed annual reporting to maintain Waterwise Council accreditation, with assistance 
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from the Eastern Metropolitan Regional Council (EMRC).  The Shire has been recognised 
as a Gold Waterwise Council in 2019, 2020 and 2021.  

A new water plan is required for the next five years, and the set of standard Waterwise 
Council actions has been updated.  Specific criteria have been set to achieve Gold 
Waterwise Council status, including a requirement for actions that extend beyond water 
efficiency and relate to the more holistic Water Sensitive Cities framework.   

A draft Waterwise Council Action Plan (attached) has been prepared based on the 
updated Waterwise Council template, with significant assistance from the EMRC, and 
input from the Shire’s cross-organisational Water Team.  Once adopted by Council, this 
plan will supersede the Water Efficiency Action Plan adopted in September 2016.    

STATUTORY / LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Maintaining the Shire’s Waterwise Council status and working to improve water efficiency 
and the health of waterways are consistent with a range of principles in the Shire’s 
Environmental Sustainability Policy.  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

EMRC will continue to assist the Shire in implementing and reporting on Waterwise 
Council initiatives as part of the regional sustainability program.  The 2021/2022 budget 
approved by Council includes $24,000 for water use initiatives, which includes the Shire’s 
annual contribution to the EMRC water program.   

Specific initiatives may be undertaken using staff time, recurring budgets for programs or 
facility maintenance, or routine upgrades.  Grant funding may be available for certain 
projects or initiatives, or business cases may be prepared for significant proposals 
requiring additional budget allocations in certain years.  

 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Mundaring Strategic Community Plan 2020 - 2030 

Priority 2 - Natural Environment 

Objective 2.2 – Water management that is efficient and sustainable 

Strategy 2.2.1 – Maintain waterwise practices to minimise mains and ground water 
consumption 
 

Strategy 2.2.2 – Encourage community water efficiency and water sensitive design 

Strategy 2.2.3 – Manage watercourses appropriately to maintain habitat values 
 

The draft Waterwise Vision (below) reflects the objectives and strategies listed within the 
Strategic Community Plan 2020-2030: 

Water management at Shire facilities is efficient and sustainable; 

Watercourses are managed appropriately to maintain habitat values; and 

Our community manages water sustainably.  

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 

Improving water efficiency, community connections to water and the health of waterways 
across the Shire has social and environmental benefits.   
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RISK IMPLICATIONS

Risk: Reputational – loss of Waterwise Council status 

Likelihood Consequence Rating 

Possible Minor Moderate 

Action / Strategy 

Continue participation in the Waterwise Council program with an updated 
Waterwise Council Action Plan 

 

EXTERNAL CONSULTATION 

Continued participation in the Waterwise Council program is consistent with the community 
expectations expressed during development of the Strategic Community Plan 2020-2030. 

 

COMMENT 

The Water Efficiency Action Plan adopted by Council in 2016 included a target of reducing 
corporate water use across Shire facilities by a further 10%, from the 2014/2015 level (i.e. 
90,446kL).  As shown in the Shire water use chart below (provided by EMRC), this target 
has not been achieved, with water use actually increasing over the last five years.  It 
should be noted that not all Shire irrigation bores are metered, and in some cases an 
apparent increase in water use actually reflects a change in source from groundwater to 
more scheme water. 

Shire water use (kL) since 2015/2016: 

             
 

EMRC and Water Corporation staff have advised that many WA Councils have observed a 
similar pattern, with some common contributing factors being:  

 Less opportunities for significant water savings compared to the early years of the 
ICLEI Water Campaign and Waterwise Council programs; 
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 The addition of new public facilities and local governments becoming responsible 
for additional areas of public open space result in increased water use; and 

 

 Scheme water use for irrigation has increased due to less consistent rainfall, 
including watering for more of the year as well as a lack of recharge of groundwater 
(reducing the amount available for bore irrigation).  

The Shire’s Water Team discussed options for an achievable target for the new plan, given 
that actual reductions in corporate water use may not be realistic in the context of a drying 
climate and additions to public open space.  Additions to sport and recreation facilities, and 
particulary the creation of new ovals, will add to overall water use.   

Turfed areas and sports ovals in particular require significant irrigation to maintain an 
acceptable playing surface. Options to reduce water requirements for ovals and their 
surrounds will continue to be investigated (artificial turf may be explored further but it may 
not be appropriate in many locations due to potiential for high surface temperatures 
contributing to urban heat island effects, or ignition from embers in bushfire prone areas).   

The timing of open space additions is not certain and will depend on State Government 
approvals of Structure Plans and subdivisions, as well as developers acting on those 
approvals.  Although the total additions by 2026 are unclear, some increase in water 
demand from new public open space and community facilities is expected within the next 
five years.  The Shire can attempt to offset this through water efficiency gains at existing 
facilities and green spaces.  Therefore the recommended five-year target for Shire water 
use is to maintain corporate water consumption at or below the 2018/2019 level of 
108,900kL.  The corporate water management goals proposed are:  

 Corporate water consumption is maintained at or below 2018/19 level of 108,900kL; 
and  

 Water efficiency is a key consideration in design, construction, maintenance or 
renovation of Shire facilities. 

The 2016 plan included a community water efficiency goal to reduce community water 
consumption to below 100kL per capita by 2021.  Community use is currently below 100kL 
per capita, however it is expected that water use on larger lots in particular may increase 
again due to the impacts of a changing, drying climate.  In bushfire prone areas, the 
careful use of water for lawn and landscaping in asset protection zones can help to reduce 
the risk of house loss during bushfires. Therefore the target recommended for community 
water efficiency is to maintain community water use under 100kL per capita by 2026.  The 
community water management goals identified are:  

 Encourage residents to adopt waterwise practices to keep water use below 100kL 
per person per year; and 

 Provide support for residents, schools and community groups to improve water 
quality and habitat values of creeks and catchment areas.  

Water Corporation recognises that factors like climate change will continue to affect water 
use.  Local governments that continue to complete actions under their Waterwise Council 
Action Plans can continue to be recognised as Waterwise Councils even if they cannot 
meet the specific kilolitre targets listed within those plans.   
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VOTING REQUIREMENT 

Simple Majority  
 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council continues to participate in the established Waterwise Council program and 
adopts the attached Waterwise Council Action Plan 2021. 

 

Preamble to Committee Recommendation 
 
Discussion ensued on this subject and it was suggested that a Part 2 be added to the 
recommendation regarding reviewing and rebaseliningg water management and water 
efficiency within the Shire. 
 
 

MOTION         EAC2.09.21 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 

Moved by Mr Murphy Seconded by Mr Hogarth 

 
That Council: 

1. continues to participate in the established Waterwise Council program and adopts 
the attached Waterwise Council Action Plan 2021; and 
 

2. request the CEO to review and rebaseline water management and efficiency 
within the Shire with the view to improving the 2026 Waterwise Council Action 
Plan 
 

CARRIED 6/0 
 
For: Mr Murphy, Mr Hogarth, Cr Collins, Ms Byrne, Dr Millett and Cr Cuthbert 
 
Against: Nil 

 
The Manager Planning and Environment thanked the outgoing committee for all their hard 
work and input. 
 
7.15pm  Manager Planning and Environment left the meeting and did not return.
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7.0 URGENT BUSINESS (LATE REPORTS)  

Nil 

8.0 CLOSING PROCEDURES 

8.1 Date, Time and Place of the Next Meeting 

The next Environmental Advisory Committee is to be held on a date to be determined 

8.2 Closure of the Meeting 

The Presiding Person declared the meeting closed at 7.19pm. 

 


