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12 .0 URGENT BUSINESS (LATE REPORTS) 

12.1 Shire of Mundaring Response to the Wooroloo Bushfire Enquiry 
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Services  
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Attachments 1. Wooroloo Bushfire Inquiry draft submission    

 
  

 

SUMMARY 

This report recommends that Council approve the attached (Attachment 1) draft 
submission to the Wooroloo Bushfire Inquiry (the Inquiry) as launched by the State 
Government on 13 August 2021  

 

BACKGROUND 

The Wooroloo bushfire started on 1 February 2021 impacting the Shire of Mundaring and 
City of Swan and burning across an area greater than 10,000 hectares and destroying 86 
homes. 

The State Government, on 13 August 2021, launched an inquiry into the Wooroloo 
Bushfire, with the inquiry being informed by independent review to be led by the 
Australasian Fire and Emergency Services Authority Council (AFAC). 

The terms of reference for the review are listed as follows: 

1. Evaluate the first stage of the review of the Wooroloo Bushfire and undertake 
independent analysis across the range of focus areas examined, including 
response to the Wooroloo Bushfire, fuel management and processes for access 
into the fire affected areas.  

2. Examine the effectiveness of the use of heavy earthmoving equipment in the fire 
suppression effort including the systems, processes and capability that supports 
this. 

3. Examine the effectiveness of interagency coordination during the response and 
initial recovery phases of the incident. 

4. Consider the effectiveness of the impact assessment processes employed in 
informing early and timely recovery efforts and consider the effectiveness of the 
recovery function post response phase. 

5. Consider the extent, geographic range, method, effectiveness and duration of public 
warnings. 
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6. Examine the effectiveness of the 'Animal Welfare in Emergencies' program as 
implemented by the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development. 

7. Consider the meteorological aspects of the fire as examined by the Bureau of 
Meteorology.   

8. Provide a means for members of the public and other interested parties to make 
submissions to the Review and give these due regard in compiling its report. 

9. Consider any other matter that the Review Team identifies in its course of activities. 

Submissions to the Inquiry were initially stated as being required by 24 September 2021. 

The State Government subsequently announced (on 10 September 2021) that the 
deadline for submissions to the Wooroloo Bushfire had been extended to 8 October 2021. 

Subsequent to the State Government’s announcement of an extension to the submission 
deadline the WA Local Government Association (WALGA) advocated directly with the 
AFAC review team on behalf of the Shire of Mundaring and City Swan and thus gained 
approval for the Shire and City to provide their respective submissions to the review team 
by 15 October 2021. 

In addition to the opportunity to lodge a submission Shire of Mundaring was also 
requested to take part in a briefing interview by the review team leaders in relation to the 
following matters: 

1. Community preparedness prior to the event – the local sentiment about bushfire 

preparedness and any Shire activities undertaken in this space 
2. Local Emergency Management Arrangements for the Shire and how these were 

implemented 
3. The role of Local Government in the response phase into the transition to recovery 
4. The transition to longer term relief and the role of the Shire in this space. 
5. Interagency coordination during the initial recovery phase 

 
The Chief Executive Officer and the Manager Community Safety & Emergency 
Management subsequently participated in an online briefing interview with the review team 
leaders on the above matters on 13 September 2021. 
 

STATUTORY / LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 
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STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Mundaring Strategic Community Plan 2020 - 2030 

Priority 1 - Community 

Objective 1.1 – Healthy, safe, sustainable and resilient community 

Strategy 1.1.7 – Provide emergency management planning, disaster management and 
disaster recovery, and associated community liaison and education 
 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Risk: Reputational risk exists within the community and State Government 
emergency management authorities if Shire of Mundaring failed to consider, 
and lodge a submission to, the Wooroloo Bushfire Inquiry 

 

Likelihood Consequence Rating 

Possible Moderate Moderate 

Action / Strategy 

Preparation and lodgement of a submission to the Wooroloo Bushfire Inquiry 

EXTERNAL CONSULTATION 

This matter has been the subject of consultation with WALGA and the City of Swan 

COMMENT 

The Shire of Mundaring is active in emergency management across prevention, 
preparedness, response and recovery and thus was very significantly involved in the 
response phase of the Wooroloo Bushfire and is still involved in the recovery phase. It is 
thus of vital importance for the Shire to actively participate in the Wooroloo Bushfire inquiry 
by preparation and lodgement of a submission. 

 

VOTING REQUIREMENT 

Simple Majority  
 

RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council approve lodgement of the submission to the Wooroloo Bushfire Inquiry as per 
the attached draft submission (Attachment 1). 
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