
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Bushfire Area Access Strategy  
Project Update – March 2026 

 
 
Since the Council briefing paper prepared in April 2025, further work has been undertaken to 
progress investigation and planning for priority Bushfire Area Access Strategy (BAAS) 
locations. 
 
As previously noted, the BAAS review expanded from the original 130 potential entrapment 
points to a broader combined database of 340 potential entrapment points, grouped into 228 
roads or road groupings, reflecting updated local and agency data together with field 
assessment work. The review has continued to progress through a risk-based approach to 
help identify where works, maintenance, engagement, planning processes or longer-term 
capital responses may be most appropriate. 
 
A key focus since the last briefing has been targeted investigation of the highest priority 
locations. The current investigation summary records outcomes for the top priority roads 
assessed to date and shows that the work is now identifying more practical, road-specific 
pathways, rather than applying a single solution across all locations. Investigations are 
confirming that some roads may support future engineering or capital works responses, while 
others are better addressed through maintenance, fuel management, signage, engagement, 
planning triggers or longer-term subdivision opportunities. 
 
In addition to investigations on the top priority roads, the impacted roads have now been 
added to the Shire’s mapping system so relevant staff across service areas have clearer 
visibility of them when considering works, maintenance, planning matters and related 
decisions. 
 
Summary of investigation outcomes to date 
The outcomes of recent investigations indicate that the assessed priority roads currently fall 
within the following seven broad workstreams. The full summary table is included on the final 
page for reference. 
 

1. Already progressing / partially progressed (2) 
• Falls Road - EAW creation progressing through boundary realignment  
• Marnie Road - initial fuel load reduction / verge works already undertaken, with 

further options to be considered  
 

2. Proposed for near-term works / funding consideration (2026-2027) (2) 
• Hedges Road  
• Riley Road  

 
 



 

 
3. Allocated for future budget consideration (5) 

• 2027-2028: Bernard Street (East + West), Hummerston Street  
• 2028-2029: Coolgardie Street (works on Elizabeth Ave) 
• 2029-2030: Boya Crescent 
• 2030-2031: Constance Street (works linking Cook Street to Dale Place)  

 
4. Technically possible but requiring further investigation (2) 

• Bushlands Road  
• Manjiri Drive 

 
5. Complex / major works requiring longer-term consideration (3) 

• Council Road 
• Hanley Street  
• Pittersen Road  

 
6. Dependent on subdivision / planning outcomes (2) 

• Rosedale Road  
• Thomas Road  

 
7. Not able to achieve compliant EAW outcomes and better suited to PAW / 

maintenance / engagement responses (6) 
• Benowa Drive  
• Gilfellon Road  
• Matthews Way  
• Narla Retreat  
• Rainsford Way  
• Saw Drive  

 
This is consistent with the broader review direction previously reported, including the need to 
combine infrastructure, planning, bushfire risk management and community preparedness 
responses rather than relying on a single treatment type. 
 
Suggested next steps 

1. Ensure the updated mapping layer is routinely used to inform decision-making, and 
that the Emergency Management team is consulted as needed to provide relevant 
background and context for affected locations. [Planning]  

2. Progress roads identified for works and future budget consideration through the 
relevant internal planning and budgeting processes. [Infrastructure]  

3. Identify a process for locations requiring maintenance and / or minor works responses. 
[Operations]  

4. Identify a process for locations included in the road resurfacing program, so 
opportunities are not considered in isolation and any practical access improvements 
on or near BAAS roads can be incorporated where feasible. [Operations] 

5. Prepare tailored communications for affected and interested residents once a clear 
position has been settled internally. [Emergency Management]  

 



 

 

 
 

 


